
February 22, 2023                                                                                                                                Page 1 

 

                                                  The Book of Acts 
                                                                                   Chapter 18 

Overview 

“Acts 18 covers the last half of Paul's second missionary journey and the first part of the third. 

He and his team have traveled down the east coast of Macedonia and Greece to Corinth (Acts 

17) where they will spend eighteen months. Paul will stop briefly in Ephesus on their way back 

to Judea before visiting Jerusalem and Syrian Antioch. From there, Paul will return to Galatia in 

modern-day Asia Minor before returning to Ephesus for an extended stay (Acts 19). He will 

revisit the churches in Macedonia and Greece before facing arrest in Jerusalem (Acts 21)” 

(BibleRef.com). 

Paul In Corinth 

V. 1 – 3 

“After these things Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a certain Jew 

named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla (because 

Claudius had commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome); and he came to them. 3 So, 

because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and worked; for by occupation they 

were tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews 

and Greeks.” 

a) Corinth was a major city of the Roman Empire, at an important crossroads of trade and travel. 

It was also a city notorious for its hedonism and immorality. 

b) Paul knew that because people from all over the Empire passed through Corinth, a strong 

church there could touch lives all over the Empire. He knew Corinth was a tough city, but he 

wasn’t only interested in planting churches where he thought it was easy. 

c) “And he found a certain Jew named Aquila…with his wife Priscilla …and he came to them”: It 

is implied, though not clearly stated, that Aquila and Priscilla were at this time Christians. But it 

is possible that Paul led them both to Jesus as they worked together as tentmakers (those who 

worked with leather). 

d) This began one of the important friendships of the New Testament – Paul and Aquila and his 

wife Priscilla. Paul called them his fellow workers who had risked their own necks for my 

life (Romans 16:3-4). Also, “In Judaism it was not considered proper for a scribe or a rabbi to 

receive payment for his teaching, so many of them practised a trade in addition to their study 

and teaching of the law.” (R. Bruce) 



February 22, 2023                                                                                                                               Page 2 

 

V. 4 – 5 

4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks. 
5 When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled by the Spirit, and 

testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ.” 

a)  Paul was effective as he reasoned (discussed, debated) among the Jews and Greeks. 

The Greeks present in the synagogue were Gentiles interested in and sympathetic with Judaism. 

Paul later described the character of his bold preaching in Corinth: “For I determined not to 

know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified “ (1 Corinthians 2:1-16). 

b) When Timothy came, he brought news about how the Christians in Thessalonica were 

remaining steadfast in the faith (1 Thessalonians 3:6-10). This brought Paul great joy, spurring 

him on in ministry (Paul was _________ by the ______). He answered back by writing 1 

Thessalonians from Corinth. 

V. 6 – 7 

 6 But when they opposed him and blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to them, “Your 

blood be upon your own heads; I am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he 

departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped 

God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 

believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and 

were baptized.” 

a) “But when they opposed him and blasphemed”: The blasphemy must have been directed 

against Jesus, because Paul preached Jesus as the Messiah (testified to the Jews that Jesus is the 

Christ, Acts 18:5). This is an indirect declaration of the _____ of ______, because someone can 

only really blaspheme God. 

b) “From now on I will go to the Gentiles”: Paul fulfilled the spirit of what Jesus said in Matthew 

7:6: Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample 

them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces”. When people are determined to reject 

the gospel, we shouldn’t keep trying with them until the door is open again. 

V. 9 – 11 

9 Now the Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid, but speak, and do not 

keep silent; 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have many people in 

this city.” 11 And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among 

them. 



February 22, 2023                                                                                                                                Page 3 

 

a) “Do not be afraid”: The implication behind this message was that Paul was afraid, fearing that 

here in Corinth his work would be cut short by either opposing Jews (as in Thessalonica and 

Berea) or by the highly charged worldliness around him. 

b) “But speak, and do not keep silent”: The solution to Paul’s fear was for him to obey Jesus’ 

command to not be afraid; and to _____ ___ ___ ____ ______, that is, to keep getting the Word 

of God out. 

c) Jesus didn’t tell Paul that his opponents wouldn’t try to stop him, only that they would not be 

successful (no one will attack you to hurt you). 

V. 12 – 17 

“12 When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and 

brought him to the judgment seat, 13 saying, “This fellow persuades men to worship God 

contrary to the law.” 14 And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If 

it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should 

bear with you. 15 But if it is a question of words and names and your own law, look to 

it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matters.” 16 And he drove them from the 

b)judgment seat. 17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and 

beat him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took no notice of these things.” 

a) “When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia”: In approaching Gallio, the Jews of Corinth tried to 

stop Paul’s preaching work in the entire province. 

b) “When Paul was about to open his mouth”: Before Paul could defend himself, Gallio did it for 

him. He correctly saw that the government has no role in attempting to ______ _______ 

______, though government does have a legitimate role in matters of wrongdoing or wicked 

crimes. 

c) “Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the 

judgment seat”: Gallio looked the other way when angry Gentiles beat Sosthenes, the leader of 

the synagogue. Probably, both the crowd and Gallio himself were more against the Jews than they 

were for Paul. 

d) “It was his duty to let this good man alone, but it was not his duty to allow the Gentiles, on 

the other hand, to begin beating the Jews” (Charles Spurgeon). 

e) Apparently, when Crispus trusted in Jesus, he was replaced as ruler of the synagogue (Acts 

18:8) by Sosthenes – who later himself seems to have become a Christian (1 Corinthians 1:1). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



February 22, 2023                                                                                                                                Page 4 

 

V. 18  

18 So Paul still remained a good while. Then he took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria, 

and Priscilla and Aquila were with him. He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a 

vow.” 

a) “So Paul still remained a good while”: Unlike previous cities, Paul wasn’t forced out of 

Corinth. He stayed there a good while, fulfilling the _______ _____ made to him in Acts 18:9-10. 

b) “He had his hair cut off at Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow”: The vow was almost certainly 

the vow of a Nazirite (Numbers 6). Usually this vow was taken for a certain period of time and 

when completed, the hair (which had been allowed to freely grow) was cut off and offered to 

the Lord at a special ceremony at the temple in Jerusalem. 

V. 19 - 21 

. 19 And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the synagogue and 

reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, he did not 

consent, 21 but took leave of them, saying, “I must by all means keep this coming feast in 

Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus.” 

a) “And he came to Ephesus”: Paul wanted to preach in Ephesus some two years earlier, ___ ___ 

__________ by the Holy Spirit (Acts 16:6). Now, the Holy Spirit gave him the liberty to preach in 

this important city, and great results were seen. 

b) “And left them there”: Aquila and Priscilla stayed at Ephesus, seemingly at Paul’s request. 

Something good started at Ephesus, and Paul wanted the work to continue with his trusted 

friends. 

V. 22 

22 And when he had landed at Caesarea, and gone up and greeted the church, he went down to 

Antioch.  

a) “Gone up and greeted the church”: When it says that Paul had gone up and greeted the 

church, it means he went up to Jerusalem and fulfilled his Nazirite vow in the temple. 

b)“He went down to Antioch”: Leaving Jerusalem, Paul returned to his home church in Syrian 

Antioch. They must have been pleased to have Paul return and tell of all his work over the 

previous three years or so. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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V. 23 

23 After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the region of Galatia and 

Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.” 

a) “After he had spent some time there”:  We don’t know exactly how much time Paul spent 

back at his home congregation in Syrian Antioch. Luke wrote the account to give the sense of an 

immediate move on to Paul’s next missionary journey. 

b) “Strengthening all the disciples”: Paul’s passion for ________ ________, not merely making 

converts, was again evident. This work was important to Paul. 

V. 24 – 26a 

“24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the 

Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and 

being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew 

only the baptism of John. 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue.  

a) “A certain Jew named Apollos”: As Paul did his work in Galatia and Phrygia, this man 

named Apollos came from Alexandria to Ephesus. By many measures, he was a remarkable 

man. He was eloquent, mighty in the scriptures, instructed in the way of the Lord, and fervent in 

spirit. 

b) “Though he knew only the baptism of John” Because Apollos knew of the work of ____ ___ 

_______, it is likely that he preached that the Messiah had come and we must repent and 

respond to Jesus, but he probably had little knowledge of the full person and work of Jesus 

Christ. 

c) “So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue” Apollos didn’t know much about Jesus, but 

what he did know was taught accurately – and with bold passion. He didn’t know much about 

Jesus, but what he did know genuinely excited him. 

V. 26b – 28 

“When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God 

more accurately. 27 And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the 

disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through 

grace; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the 

Christ.” 

a) “They took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately”: Aquila and 

Priscilla did something valuable for God’s kingdom. They helped someone who had a passion for  
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God and at least some power in serving Him; yet he had limited knowledge and therefore 

limited resources for truly effective ministry. 

b) “The brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him”: With both instruction from 

_____ ___ ______ and _______ __ _________ from the church in Ephesus, Apollos served 

effectively in Achaia, especially among opposing Jews (he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly). 

c) When Apollos went to the region of Achaia, it probably means he went to the city of Corinth 

in the region of Achaia. From what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians, he apparently had a remarkable 

ministry there. Apollos went to Corinth to water what Paul had planted”( David Guzik). 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                                        Pause and Ponder 

“You can’t go back and change the beginning, but you can start where you are and change the 

ending” (C.S. Lewis). 

 

___________________________ 
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