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BIBLE STUDY-FEB 15, 2023 

THE BOOK OF ACTS – CHAPTER 15 & 16 

The Council at Jerusalem 

• A dispute came about when some Jewish believers taught that the 

Gentile believers had to get circumcised to be saved. 

• Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to discuss the situation with the 

leaders there. 

• After the Jerusalem council made its decision, Paul and Barnabas 

went to Antioch with the news. 

15:1-5 

• The delegates to the council at Jerusalem came from the churches in 

_________________________________________________________________________.   

• The Jewish Christians didn’t question whether Gentiles could be 

saved, but whether _____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

• One group of Jewish Christians insisted that following the law, 

including _______________________________________________________________, 

was necessary for salvation. 

• The Gentiles did not think they need to become ______________________ 

to become Christians. 

What were the Jewish Christians possibly afraid of? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

15:6-21 

• Paul, Barnabas, and other church leaders believed that the Old 

Testament law was very important but was not a prerequisite to 

salvation. 

• The council then upheld the convictions expressed by Paul and 

Barnabas that following Jewish laws, including being circumcised was 

_________________________________________________________________________. 
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• This question about Gentile believers obeying the law of Moses and 

being circumcised to be saved was a critical point in the history of 

Christianity and could have ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Why was this controversy so intense? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

• The ____________________were leading the conservative views that 

preferred a legalistic religion based on faith alone.   

• James, the leader of the church in Jerusalem, affirmed what had 

already been said by quoting Amos 9:11,12.  That passage will be 

ultimately fulfilled in the millennial reign of Christ, but what was 

happening through Peter, Paul, and Barnabas was confirmation that 

Gentles were part of God’s plan (Isaiah 2:2,11:10, 40: 5) 

 

How did the churches in Antioch and Jerusalem resolve their conflict? 

1.________________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________________________

4.________________________________________________________________________

5.________________________________________________________________________

6.________________________________________________________________________ 

What was James’ judgment? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this teach us about how to settle our differences? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Second Missionary Journey 

• Paul and Silas set out to visit the cities Paul had preached in earlier. 

• This time they set out by land rather than sea and travelled the 

Roman Road through Cilicia and the Cilician Gates 

• The Spirit told them not to go into Asia, so they turned northward 

toward Bithynia. 

• Again, the Spirit said no, so they turned west through Mysia to the 

harbor city of Troas. 

15:36-41 

Why did Paul and Barnabas disagree over Mark? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

• This second missionary journey with Silas began approximately ___ 

years after his first one ended. 

• Silas had been involved in ______________________________________________ 

What did this teamwork show? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

• Paul showed wisdom in replacing John Mark with Silas at this time.  

Silas became Paul’s faithful partner in ministry, even in jail. 

16:1-5 

• Timothy is the __________________________________________________________ 

mentioned in the New Testament 

• His mother, ______________ and grandmother ___________(2 Timothy 1:5), 

had become believers and had faithfully influenced him for the Lord. 

• ____________was from Lystra and had probably heard Paul’s preaching 

when he was there during his first missionary journey (14:6-18) 
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Did Timothy have to get circumcised? Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

16:6-10 

• The “Spirit of Jesus” is another name for ____________________it. 

• The Holy Spirit guides us to the right places, but also guides us away 

from the wrong places. 

16:11-15 

• Philippi was the key city in the region of Macedonia- ________________  

• Philippi was a Roman colony and got it’s name from Philip II of 

Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great. 

• As a Roman city, its citizens were exempt from provincial Roman 

taxes.   

• Inscribed on the arches outside the city of Philippi was a prohibition 

against __________________________________________________________________ 

religion into the city; so, this prayer meeting was held outside the city 

beside the river 

• Paul made his first evangelistic contact with a small group of ________.   

• Lydia was an __________________________________.  She was a dealer in 

purple cloth, so she was _____________________________.   

Why was Lydia’s household baptized after Lydia responded in faith? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16:16-20 

• The girl’s fortune telling ability came from ____________________________.  

Fortune telling was a common practice in _____________________________. 

• People use many superstitious methods to foretell future events, from 

interpreting omens to communicating with the _______________________. 
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Why did a demon announce the truth about Paul and why did it 

annoy Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

16:22-25 

• Stocks were made of two boards joined with iron clamps, leaving 

holes just big enough for the ankles.   

• The prisoner’s legs were placed across the lower board, and then the 

upper board was closed over them. 

• Sometimes both wrists and ankles were placed in stocks. 

• Paul and Silas were put in stocks_______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

• Despite their situation, they ______________________________. 

16:29-34 

• Paul and Silas’s reputation in Philippi was well known. 

• When the jailer realized his own condition and need, he risked 

everything to find the answer. 

Why did Paul and Silas offer salvation to the jailer’s household? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16:37-38 

Why didn’t Paul ask for an escort instead of just leave when he was 

given permission to? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

SOURCES: 

1. http://www.bibleversestudy.com/ 

2. Life Application Study Bible – NIV 

3. The Jeremiah Study Bible - NKJV 

4. Life In The Spirit Study Bible- NIV 

 

http://www.bibleversestudy.com/
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BIBLE STUDY-FEB 15, 2023 

THE BOOK OF ACTS – CHAPTER 15 & 16 

Answers 

 

The Council at Jerusalem 

• A dispute came about when some Jewish believers taught that the 

Gentile believers had to get circumcised to be saved. 

• Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem to discuss the situation with the 

leaders there. 

• After the Jerusalem council made its decision, Paul and Barnabas 

went to Antioch with the news. 

15:1 

• The delegates to the council at Jerusalem came from the churches in 

Jerusalem and Antioch.   

• The Jewish Christians didn’t question whether Gentiles could be 

saved, but whether Gentile believers had to adhere to the laws of 

Moses and other Jewish traditions. 

• One group of Jewish Christians insisted that following the law, 

including submitting to the rite of circumcision, was necessary for 

salvation. 

• The Gentiles did not think they need to become Jewish first to 

become Christians. 

What were the Jewish Christians possibly afraid of? 

- Jewish Christians were also worried that they would be 

outnumbered by Gentile Christians and were afraid that their 

moral standards would be weakened. 

• Paul, Barnabas, and other church leaders believed that the Old 

Testament law was very important but was not a prerequisite to 

salvation. 

• The council then upheld the convictions expressed by Paul and 

Barnabas that following Jewish laws, including being circumcised was 

not essential for salvation. 
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15:2 

• This question about Gentile believers obeying the law of Moses and 

being circumcised to be saved was a critical point in the history of 

Christianity and could have split the early church if it was not handled 

carefully. 

Why was this controversy so intense? 

- The controversy intensified due to the success of the new Gentile 

churches. 

• The Pharisees were leading the conservative views that preferred a 

legalistic religion based on faith alone.   

How did the churches in Antioch and Jerusalem resolve their conflict? 

1. The church in Antioch sent delegates to look for a solution. 

2. The delegates met with the church leaders to give their reports 

and set another date to continue the discussion. 

3. Paul and Barnabas gave their report. 

4. James summarized the reports and drafted the decision. 

5. Everyone agreed to abide by the decision. 

6. The council sent a letter with the delegates back to Antioch to 

report the decision. 

15:19-35 

 What was James’ judgment? 

• Gentile believers did not have to be circumcised, but they should stay 

away from: 

- Food polluted by idols. 

- From sexual immorality (which was a common part of idol worship) 

- From eating meat of strangled animals  

- From consuming blood (reflecting the Biblical teaching that the life 

is in the blood- Leviticus 17:14) 

What does this teach us about how to settle our differences? 

- We should seek wise counsel and follow the decisions made. 

- Don’t let disagreements divide you from other believers. 

- Third party assistance is a good method of resolving problems and 

keeping unity. 
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The Second Missionary Journey 

• Paul and Silas set out to visit the cities Paul had preached in earlier. 

• This time they set out by land rather than sea and travelled the 

Roman Road through Cilicia and the Cilician Gates 

• The Spirit told them not to go into Asia, so they turned northward 

toward Bithynia. 

• Again, the Spirit said no, so they turned west through Mysia to the 

harbor city of Troas. 

15:36-41 

Why did Paul and Barnabas disagree over Mark? 

- He had left them earlier (13:13) 

• This second missionary journey with Silas began approximately 3 

years after his first one ended. 

• Silas had been involved in the Jerusalem council (representing 

Jerusalem) 

What did this teamwork show? 

- The church’s unity after the decision at the Jerusalem council 

16:1-5 

• Timothy is the first second-generation Christian mentioned in the 

New Testament 

• His mother, Eunice and grandmother Lois (2 Timothy 1:5), had 

become believers and had faithfully influenced him for the Lord. 

• Eunice was from Lystra and had probably heard Paul’s preaching 

when he was there during his first missionary journey (14:6-18) 

Did Timothy have to get circumcised? Why or why not? 

- Timothy did not need to be circumcised, but because he was only 

half Jewish (like a Samaritan) Paul asked him and he agreed to in 

order to remove the stigma and barriers to his witness to the Jews  

16:6-10 

• The “Spirit of Jesus” is another name for the Holy Spirit 

• The Holy Spirit guides us to the right places, but also guides us away 

from the wrong places. 
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16:11-15 

• Philippi was they key city in the region of Macedonia (northern 

Greece today) 

• Paul founded a church during this visit. 

• Inscribed on the arches outside the city of Philippi was a prohibition 

against bringing an unrecognized religion into the city; so, this prayer 

meeting was held outside the city beside the river 

• Paul made his first evangelistic contact with a small group of women.  

He never allowed gender or cultural boundaries to keep him from 

preaching the gospel.  

• Lydia was an influential merchant.  She was a dealer in purple cloth, 

so she was probably wealthy.  Purple cloth was valuable and 

expensive.  It was often worn as a sign of nobility or royalty. 

Why was Lydia’s household baptized after Lydia responded in faith? 

- Baptism is a public sign of identification with Christ and the 

Christian community.  Although all members of her household may 

not have chosen to follow Christ, it was now a Christian home. 

16:16-20 

• The girl’s fortune telling ability came from evil spirits.  Fortune telling 

was a common practice in Greek and Roman culture. 

• People use many superstitious methods to foretell future events, from 

interpreting omens to communicating with the spirits of the dead. 

Why did a demon announce the truth about Paul and why did it 

annoy Paul? 

- If Paul accepted the demon’s words, it would appear that he was 

linking the gospel with demon-related activities. 

- This would damage his message about Christ. 

- Truth and evil do not mix. 

16:22-25 

• Stocks were made of two boards joined with iron clamps, leaving 

holes just big enough for the ankles.   

• The prisoner’s legs were placed across the lower board, and then the 

upper board was closed over them. 

• Sometimes both wrists and ankles were placed in stocks. 
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• Paul and Silas were put in stocks designed for holding the most 

dangerous prisoners in absolute security. 

• Despite their situation, they praised God. 

16:29-34 

• Paul and Silas’s reputation in Philippi was well known. 

• When the jailer realized his own condition and need, he risked 

everything to find the answer. 

Why did Paul and Silas offer salvation to the jailer’s household? 

- They took the family unit seriously. 

16:37-38 

• Paul wanted to teach the government officials a lesson and protect 

the other believers from the treatment he and Silas had received. 

• As a Roman citizen, Paul was refused the right to a fair trial and 

illegally whipped. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


