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BIBLE STUDY- FEB 22, 2023 

THE BOOK OF ACTS CHAPTER 17 & 18 

Overview 

“Acts 17 continues Paul and Silas' travels out of Macedonia and on to Greece. The two 

have been through modern-day Asia minor where they picked up Timothy in Lystra and 

Luke in Troas (Acts 16:1–10). They have established a strong church in Philippi but were 

forced to leave after being falsely imprisoned (Acts 16:11–40). They now skip down the 

coast to Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens. From here, they will spend a considerable 

amount of time in Corinth before heading back to Judea and Syrian Antioch (Acts 18:1–

22)” (BibleRef.com). 

In Thessalonica 

V. 1 - 4 

“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 

to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom 

was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again 

from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some 

of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of 

the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 

a) Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures”; “The Greek word translated ‘reasoned’ 

is the root for our English word ___________. There was exchange, questions and answers. 

He “dialogued with them ‘from the Scriptures.’” (Hughes). 

b) Paul did the work of explaining; “This word literally means ‘opening’…Paul opened the 

Scriptures with clarity and simplicity.” (Hughes) Paul also did the work of demonstrating 

that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead; “’Giving evidence’ (NASB; 

‘proving,’ NIV), which means ‘to place beside’ or ‘to set before.’” (Hughes) The idea is of 

presenting persuasive evidence to listeners. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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V. 5 - 9                                                                                                                                

5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 

from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked 

the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 6 But when they did not 

find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying 

out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 7 Jason has 

harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is 

another king—Jesus.” 8 And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they 

heard these things. 9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let 

them go.” 

a) The Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 

from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar: As happened at 

Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), at Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), and at Lystra (Acts 14:19) on 

the first missionary journey, here also Paul was opposed by a mob incited 

by _________people among the Jewish people.  

b) “And attacked the house of Jason”: Jason was a Christian in Thessalonica whose 

house seems to have been a center for the church. When the evil men from the 

marketplace did not find Paul and Silas there, they attacked Jason himself, and some 

brethren who were with him. 

c) Crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here 

too.”:  When accusing these Christians before the rulers of the city, the evil men from the 

marketplace gave an unintended compliment to the __________ of God’s work through 

Paul and Silas. To complain that the Christians were these who have turned the world 

upside-down have come here too was to say, “these men have radically impacted our 

world and nothing seems the same.” 

d) “God willing and blessing, people would say such things about the effectiveness of 

Christians today. One might say that Jesus did not come only to be our teacher, but to 

turn our world upside-down. Jesus turns the thinking and the power structures of this 

world around” (David Guzik). 

e) “Actually, God was working through Paul and Silas to turn the world _______ _______. 

But when you yourself are upside-down, the other direction appears to be upside-

down!)”  David Guzik). 
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f) “These are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king; 

Jesus”: This was the serious accusation made by the evil men from the marketplace. The 

charge was serious enough that it troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when 

they heard these things, because this raised the fear that their city might become known 

for opposition against Caesar and Rome. However, their fears were unfounded. Even 

though the gospel has definite ________ implications, it makes Christians _________citizens 

than before, and their prayers for officials of government are more helpful than most 

people imagine. 

g) “So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.” In 

general, Roman officials did not care what the people believed. Yet when the public 

order was disrupted by riots, they came down with an iron hand. If things got out of 

hand, it wouldn’t be long until the Emperor dispatched his legions to restore order, and 

no o ne wanted that. So Jason had to post the bond even though he did not start the 

riot. 

In Berea 

V. 10 - 15 

“When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-

minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and 

searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. Therefore many 

of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.” 

a) When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews: In Berea, they followed 

their familiar strategy, and found that their audience was more fair-minded than those 

in Thessalonica. Two things earned this compliment for the Bereans: first, they received 

the word with ___ ________. Second, they searched the Scriptures daily to find out 

whether these things were so. 

 b) The Bereans heard the teaching of the most famous apostle and theologian of the 

early church, and the human author of at least 13 New Testament books. Yet, 

they searched the Scriptures when Paul taught, to see if his teaching was truly Biblical. 

They would not accept Paul’s teaching without ________ ___ __________, so they 

could know if these things were so. 

c) When the Bereans heard Paul teach, their settled reaction wasn’t “My, he’s a fine 

speaker.” It wasn’t “I don’t like the way he talks.” It wasn’t “What a funny preacher” 

Instead, the Bereans wanted to know, “Are these things… so? Does this man teach the 

truth? We must search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things are so.” 
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d) They searched the Scriptures. It was worth it to them to work hard at it, and 

investigate what the Word of God said, and how Paul’s teaching matched up with it. 

They also searched the Scriptures daily to find out. It wasn’t a one time, quick look. They 

made it a point of _________, ___________ _____. 

“But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by 

Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. Then immediately the 

brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there. 

So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a command for 

Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.” 

a) “The Jews from Thessalonica”: They were not satisfied to force Paul out of only their 

own city. They even followed Paul to Berea to disrupt his work there also. 

b) “Stirred up the crowds”: The same had happened at Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), 

at Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), at Lystra (Acts 14:19) and at Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-8). This 

was the fifth city Paul was run out of by an angry mob, stirred up by envious Jewish 

leaders. 

c) “Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away”: The Christians in Berea sent Paul 

away to Athens, fearing for his life and a total disruption of the work going on there. But 

both Silas and Timothy remained there, because Paul wanted to leave them behind to 

teach and take care of the new Christians in Berea. 

In Athens. 

V. 16 – 21 

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he 

saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with 

the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who 

happened to be there. 18 [Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered 

him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be 

a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 And they took him and brought him to the [h]Areopagus, saying, “May we know what 

this new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are bringing some strange things to 

our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.” 21 For all the Athenians 

and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or 

to hear some new thing. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27543h
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a) “Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him”: The 

sense is that Paul would have preferred to wait until Timothy and Silas came from Berea 

before he began ministry in Athens. But when he saw that the city was given over to 

idols, he was compelled to preach the gospel immediately. 

b) The idea behind given over to idols (kateidolos) is really under idols or swamped by 

idols. Paul saw the beauty of Athens, having the best that Greek sculptors and architects 

could offer; but all that beauty did not ______ ____, so it did not impress him at all. 

a) “Then certain Epicurean… philosophers encountered him”: The Epicureans pursued 

pleasure as the chief purpose in life and valued most of all the pleasure of a peaceful 

life, free from pain, disturbing passions and superstitious fears (including the fear of 

death). They did not deny the existence of gods, but believed that they had nothing to 

do with man. 

b) “Then certain… Stoic philosophers encountered him”: The Stoics were _________ who 

put great emphasis on moral sincerity and a high sense of duty. They cultivated a spirit 

of proud dignity and believed that suicide was better than a life lived with less dignity. 

The Stoics also believed that everything was god, and god was in everything. So they 

believed that all things, good or evil, were from “god,” and so nothing should be 

resisted, and they believed there was no particular direction or destiny for mankind. 

c) Some mocked Paul because he did not speak with the philosophical niceties popular 

in Athens. Others thought Paul was an exotic proclaimer of foreign gods. 

d) “He preached to them Jesus and the resurrection”: Though Paul spoke in a different 

place, to a different kind of audience, his message did not change in Athens. He focused 

on ________and the ___________. 

e) “For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 

else but either to tell or hear some strange new thing”: It was the novelty of Paul’s 

message that earned him the invitation to the Areopagus. These ancient Greeks loved a 

constant and always changing stream of news and information. 

Athens 

V. 22- 23 

“Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive 

that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the 

objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN 

GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you”: 
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a) “In all things you are very religious”: Many ancient observers noticed the religious 

character of Athens, and some thought that Athenians were the most religious of all 

people. But when Paul said this of the Athenians, he didn’t necessarily mean it in a 

positive way. Religion can lead one away from God, and if we trust in a _____ ________, it 

is little credit to say of us that we are “religious.” 

b) “I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”: Paul 

understood that in their extensive pantheon, the Greeks had an UNKNOWN GOD, who 

covered any god that may have been neglected. Paul wanted to reveal the identity of 

the UNKNOWN GOD. 

V. 24 – 26 

 24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s 

hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all 

things. 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face 

of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their 

dwellings,”  

a) “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth”: 

Paul spoke about the God who created everything, yet is _________ from His creation. 

Paul told them that God was bigger than any temple men’s hands could build and could 

not be represented by anything men could make with their hands. 

b) In explaining God to them, Paul started at the beginning: God is the Creator, and we 

are His creatures. “This view of the world is very different from either the Epicurean 

emphasis on a chance combination of atoms or the virtual pantheism of the Stoics” (J. 

Stott). 

c) Paul recognized that these philosophers had to change their ideas about God. They 

had to move from their ___ ________ ________ to an understanding of ___ ___ __ according 

to what He tells us about Himself in the Bible. 

V. 28 - 29 

 a) “For in Him we live and move and have our being…For we are also His offspring”: 

These two quotations Paul used from Greek poets are attributed respectively to 

Epimenides the Cretan [600 B.C.] (who Paul quotes again in Titus 1:12) and Aratus [310 

B.C.]. 
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b) “Therefore since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 

Nature is like gold or silver or stone”: Paul told them of our responsibility to God 

because we are His offspring. Since we are His offspring, we are _________ __ have right 

ideas about God, and therefore must reject the wrong idea that gold or silver or 

stone could represent God. 

c) “The Athenians have acknowledged in their altar inscription that they are ignorant of 

God, and Paul has been giving evidence of their ignorance. Now he declares such 

ignorance to be culpable” (J. Stott). 

V. 30 - 31  

a) “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 

everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world 

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to 

all by raising Him from the dead.” Paul went from knowing who God is (our Creator), to 

who we are (His offspring), to our responsibility before Him (to understand Him and 

worship Him in truth), to our accountability if we dishonor Him (judgment). 

b) “Now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on 

which He will judge the world in righteousness”: “Paul went from knowing who God is 

(our Creator), to who we are (His offspring), to ____ ___________ before Him (to 

understand Him and worship Him in truth), to ___ _________ if we dishonor Him 

(judgment)” (David Guzik). 

c) “He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man who He has ordained”: Now, for 

the first time in his message to the Athenians, Paul referred to Jesus. His first mention of 

Jesus presented Jesus as a righteous judge. However, Paul did not want to leave the 

Athenians with the idea that Jesus was only a righteous judge. However, he was stopped 

short before he could tell them everything he wanted to about Jesus. Probably, all that 

Paul said before was introduction. He would now begin at what he really wanted to 

speak about: The person and work of Jesus. 

d) “He has given assurance of this by raising Him from the dead”: The emphasis on the 

resurrection is important. Paul saw the _________ of Jesus as the __________ of this; it 

demonstrated that Jesus Himself, His teaching, and His work were all perfectly approved 

by the Father. 
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V. 32 – 34 

“And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, 

“We will hear you again on this matter.” So Paul departed from among them. However, 

some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman 

named Damaris, and others with them.” 

a) “When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked”: The resurrection 

was not a popular idea among Greek philosophers. Some thought Paul foolish for even 

believing such a thing, and others wanted to hear more about this new teaching (others 

said, “We will hear you again on this matter”). 

b) The Greeks were fond of the idea of the immortality of the soul, but not of the idea of 

the ____________ of the body. They felt that anything material was inherently evil, so there 

really could be no such thing as a glorified body. They thought the ultimate form of 

glory would be pure spirit. 

c) “All Greeks thought that man was composed of spirit (or mind), which was good, and 

matter (or body), which was bad. If there was to be a life to come, the one thing they 

certainty did not want it cluttered up with a body” (J.M. Boice). 

                                                                Pause and Ponder 

“Any religion that professes to be concerned with the souls of men but is not concerned 

with the slums that doom them, the economic conditions that strangle them or the 

social conditions that cripple them, is a dry as dust religion” (Martin Luther King, Jr.). 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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BIBLE STUDY- FEB 22, 2023 

THE BOOK OF ACTS CHAPTER 17 & 18 

ANSWERS 

Overview 

“Acts 17 continues Paul and Silas' travels out of Macedonia and on to Greece. The two 

have been through modern-day Asia minor where they picked up Timothy in Lystra and 

Luke in Troas (Acts 16:1–10). They have established a strong church in Philippi but were 

forced to leave after being falsely imprisoned (Acts 16:11–40). They now skip down the 

coast to Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens. From here, they will spend a considerable 

amount of time in Corinth before heading back to Judea and Syrian Antioch (Acts 18:1–

22)” (BibleRef.com). 

In Thessalonica 

V. 1 - 4 

“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 

to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 Then Paul, as his custom 

was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again 

from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 4 And some 

of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of 

the leading women, joined Paul and Silas. 

a) Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures”; “The Greek word translated ‘reasoned’ 

is the root for our English word ‘dialogue’. There was exchange, questions and answers. 

He “dialogued with them ‘from the Scriptures.’” (Hughes). 

b) Paul did the work of explaining; “This word literally means ‘opening’…Paul opened the 

Scriptures with clarity and simplicity.” (Hughes) Paul also did the work of demonstrating 

that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead; “’Giving evidence’ (NASB; 

‘proving,’ NIV), which means ‘to place beside’ or ‘to set before.’” (Hughes) The idea is of 

presenting persuasive evidence to listeners. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

V. 5 - 9                                                                                                                                
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5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 

from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked 

the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 6 But when they did not 

find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying 

out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 7 Jason has 

harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is 

another king—Jesus.” 8 And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they 

heard these things. 9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let 

them go.” 

a) The Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 

from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar: As happened at 

Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), at Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), and at Lystra (Acts 14:19) on 

the first missionary journey, here also Paul was opposed by a mob incited 

by envious people among the Jewish people.  

b) “And attacked the house of Jason”: Jason was a Christian in Thessalonica whose 

house seems to have been a center for the church. When the evil men from the 

marketplace did not find Paul and Silas there, they attacked Jason himself, and some 

brethren who were with him. 

c) Crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here 

too.”:  When accusing these Christians before the rulers of the city, the evil men from the 

marketplace gave an unintended compliment to the effectiveness of God’s work 

through Paul and Silas. To complain that the Christians were these who have turned the 

world upside-down have come here too was to say, “these men have radically impacted 

our world and nothing seems the same.” 

d) “God willing and blessing, people would say such things about the effectiveness of 

Christians today. One might say that Jesus did not come only to be our teacher, but to 

turn our world upside-down. Jesus turns the thinking and the power structures of this 

world around” (David Guzik). 

e) “Actually, God was working through Paul and Silas to turn the world right side-

up again. But when you yourself are upside-down, the other direction appears to be 

upside-down!)”  David Guzik). 

f) “These are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king; 

Jesus”: This was the serious accusation made by the evil men from the marketplace. The 

charge was serious enough that it troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when 
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they heard these things, because this raised the fear that their city might become known 

for opposition against Caesar and Rome. However, their fears were unfounded. Even 

though the gospel has definite political implications, it makes Christians better citizens 

than before, and their prayers for officials of government are more helpful than most 

people imagine. 

g) “So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.” In 

general, Roman officials did not care what the people believed. Yet when the public 

order was disrupted by riots, they came down with an iron hand. If things got out of 

hand, it wouldn’t be long until the Emperor dispatched his legions to restore order, and 

no o ne wanted that. So Jason had to post the bond even though he did not start the 

riot. 

In Berea 

V. 10 - 15 

“When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more fair-

minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and 

searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. Therefore many 

of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.” 

a) When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews: In Berea, they followed 

their familiar strategy, and found that their audience was more fair-minded than those 

in Thessalonica. Two things earned this compliment for the Bereans: first, they received 

the word with all readiness. Second, they searched the Scriptures daily to find out 

whether these things were so. 

 b) The Bereans heard the teaching of the most famous apostle and theologian of the 

early church, and the human author of at least 13 New Testament books. Yet, 

they searched the Scriptures when Paul taught, to see if his teaching was truly Biblical. 

They would not accept Paul’s teaching without checking for themselves, so they 

could know if these things were so. 

c) When the Bereans heard Paul teach, their settled reaction wasn’t “My, he’s a fine 

speaker.” It wasn’t “I don’t like the way he talks.” It wasn’t “What a funny preacher” 

Instead, the Bereans wanted to know, “Are these things… so? Does this man teach the 

truth? We must search the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things are so.” 

d) They searched the Scriptures. It was worth it to them to work hard at it, and 

investigate what the Word of God said, and how Paul’s teaching matched up with it. 
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They also searched the Scriptures daily to find out. It wasn’t a one time, quick look. They 

made it a point of diligent, extended study. 

“But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by 

Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds. Then immediately the 

brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and Timothy remained there. 

So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a command for 

Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.” 

a) “The Jews from Thessalonica”: They were not satisfied to force Paul out of only their 

own city. They even followed Paul to Berea to disrupt his work there also. 

b) “Stirred up the crowds”: The same had happened at Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:45, 50), 

at Iconium (Acts 14:2, 5), at Lystra (Acts 14:19) and at Thessalonica (Acts 17:5-8). This 

was the fifth city Paul was run out of by an angry mob, stirred up by envious Jewish 

leaders. 

c) “Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away”: The Christians in Berea sent Paul 

away to Athens, fearing for his life and a total disruption of the work going on there. But 

both Silas and Timothy remained there, because Paul wanted to leave them behind to 

teach and take care of the new Christians in Berea. 

In Athens. 

V. 16 – 21 

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he 

saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with 

the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who 

happened to be there. 18 [Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered 

him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be 

a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. 
19 And they took him and brought him to the [h]Areopagus, saying, “May we know what 

this new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are bringing some strange things to 

our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.” 21 For all the Athenians 

and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or 

to hear some new thing. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2017&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27543h
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a) “Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him”: The 

sense is that Paul would have preferred to wait until Timothy and Silas came from Berea 

before he began ministry in Athens. But when he saw that the city was given over to 

idols, he was compelled to preach the gospel immediately. 

b) The idea behind given over to idols (kateidolos) is really under idols or swamped by 

idols. Paul saw the beauty of Athens, having the best that Greek sculptors and architects 

could offer; but all that beauty did not honor God, so it did not impress him at all. 

a) “Then certain Epicurean… philosophers encountered him”: The Epicureans pursued 

pleasure as the chief purpose in life and valued most of all the pleasure of a peaceful 

life, free from pain, disturbing passions and superstitious fears (including the fear of 

death). They did not deny the existence of gods but believed that they had nothing to 

do with man. 

b) “Then certain… Stoic philosophers encountered him”: The Stoics were pantheists who 

put great emphasis on moral sincerity and a high sense of duty. They cultivated a spirit 

of proud dignity and believed that suicide was better than a life lived with less dignity. 

The Stoics also believed that everything was god, and god was in everything. So they 

believed that all things, good or evil, were from “god,” and so nothing should be 

resisted, and they believed there was no particular direction or destiny for mankind. 

c) Some mocked Paul because he did not speak with the philosophical niceties popular 

in Athens. Others thought Paul was an exotic proclaimer of foreign gods. 

d) “He preached to them Jesus and the resurrection”: Though Paul spoke in a different 

place, to a different kind of audience, his message did not change in Athens. He focused 

on Jesus and the resurrection. 

e) “For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 

else but either to tell or hear some strange new thing”: It was the novelty of Paul’s 

message that earned him the invitation to the Areopagus. These ancient Greeks loved a 

constant and always changing stream of news and information. 

Athens 

V. 22- 23 

“Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive 

that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the 

objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN 

GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you”: 
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a) “In all things you are very religious”: Many ancient observers noticed the religious 

character of Athens, and some thought that Athenians were the most religious of all 

people. But when Paul said this of the Athenians, he didn’t necessarily mean it in a 

positive way. Religion can lead one away from God, and if we trust in a false religion, it is 

little credit to say of us that we are “religious.” 

b) “I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”: Paul 

understood that in their extensive pantheon, the Greeks had an UNKNOWN GOD, who 

covered any god that may have been neglected. Paul wanted to reveal the identity of 

the UNKNOWN GOD. 

V. 24 – 26 

 24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s 

hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all 

things. 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face 

of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their 

dwellings,”  

a) “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth”: 

Paul spoke about the God who created everything yet is distinct from His creation. Paul 

told them that God was bigger than any temple men’s hands could build and could not 

be represented by anything men could make with their hands. 

b) In explaining God to them, Paul started at the beginning: God is the Creator, and we 

are His creatures. “This view of the world is very different from either the Epicurean 

emphasis on a chance combination of atoms or the virtual pantheism of the Stoics” (J. 

Stott). 

c) Paul recognized that these philosophers had to change their ideas about God. They 

had to move from their own personal opinions to an understanding of who God is 

according to what He tells us about Himself in the Bible. 

V. 28 - 29 

 a) “For in Him we live and move and have our being…For we are also His offspring”: 

These two quotations Paul used from Greek poets are attributed respectively to 

Epimenides the Cretan [600 B.C.] (who Paul quotes again in Titus 1:12) and Aratus [310 

B.C.]. 
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b) “Therefore since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 

Nature is like gold or silver or stone”: Paul told them of our responsibility to God 

because we are His offspring. Since we are His offspring, we are responsible to have 

right ideas about God, and therefore must reject the wrong idea that gold or silver or 

stone could represent God. 

c) “The Athenians have acknowledged in their altar inscription that they are ignorant of 

God, and Paul has been giving evidence of their ignorance. Now he declares such 

ignorance to be culpable” (J. Stott). 

V. 30 - 31  

a) “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 

everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world 

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to 

all by raising Him from the dead.” Paul went from knowing who God is (our Creator), to 

who we are (His offspring), to our responsibility before Him (to understand Him and 

worship Him in truth), to our accountability if we dishonor Him (judgment). 

b) “Now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on 

which He will judge the world in righteousness”: “Paul went from knowing who God is 

(our Creator), to who we are (His offspring), to our responsibility before Him (to 

understand Him and worship Him in truth), to our accountability if we dishonor Him 

(judgment)” (David Guzik). 

c) “He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man who He has ordained”: Now, for 

the first time in his message to the Athenians, Paul referred to Jesus. His first mention of 

Jesus presented Jesus as a righteous judge. However, Paul did not want to leave the 

Athenians with the idea that Jesus was only a righteous judge. However, he was stopped 

short before he could tell them everything he wanted to about Jesus. Probably, all that 

Paul said before was introduction. He would now begin at what he really wanted to 

speak about: The person and work of Jesus. 

d) “He has given assurance of this by raising Him from the dead”: The emphasis on the 

resurrection is important. Paul saw the resurrection of Jesus as the assurance of this; it 

demonstrated that Jesus Himself, His teaching, and His work were all perfectly approved 

by the Father. 

V. 32 – 34 
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“And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, 

“We will hear you again on this matter.” So Paul departed from among them. However, 

some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman 

named Damaris, and others with them.” 

a) “When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked”: The resurrection 

was not a popular idea among Greek philosophers. Some thought Paul foolish for even 

believing such a thing, and others wanted to hear more about this new teaching (others 

said, “We will hear you again on this matter”). 

b) The Greeks were fond of the idea of the immortality of the soul, but not of the idea of 

the resurrection of the body. They felt that anything material was inherently evil, so 

there really could be no such thing as a glorified body. They thought the ultimate form 

of glory would be pure spirit. 

c) “All Greeks thought that man was composed of spirit (or mind), which was good, and 

matter (or body), which was bad. If there was to be a life to come, the one thing they 

certainty did not want it cluttered up with a body” (J.M. Boice). 

                                                                 Pause and Ponder 

“Any religion that professes to be concerned with the souls of men but is not concerned 

with the slums that doom them, the economic conditions that strangle them or the 

social conditions that cripple them, is a dry as dust religion” (Martin Luther King, Jr.). 
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