Page 1
March 16, 2022

EXODUS 19 -24

At Mount Sinai

EXODUS 19 Camp, Conditions, Covenant

1. It took Israel -to get to the Desert of Sinali, there they camped at the foot of
Mount Sinai for over a year. They stayed there until Numbers 10. More than of
Scripture are devoted to the year they spent there.

2. “If the traditional site of looks like anything, it looks like a huge pulpit —a
sudden, steep outcropping of mountain out in the wilderness. Here, God preached one of the
most ever heard.” (David Guzik/enduringword.com)

3. Moses “went up to God”, (on Mount Sinai), there the Lord reminds him of all the help and

care He gave Israel in in Egypt.
4. God tells Moses “Now, if you and keep my covenant, then out of all nations
you will be for me a - .7 (Psalm 135:4) (Deut. 14:2) and “you will be a

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (1 Peter 2:9). “This is echoed in the New Testament and
became the basis of Martin Luther’s teaching of the priesthood of believers.” (jesuswalk.com)

5. And the LORD said to Moses, 'Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.
Have them wash their clothes and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will
come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. “God is pure, holy, full of glory. To

approach God, man must . (jesuswalk.com)
EXODUS 20 The Ten Commandments
6. The Ten Commandments are also known as “ ” meaning “ ”?

7. In his book, The Pentateuch, L. Thomas Holdcroft states that “This moral covenant between
God and Humans made the Israelites God’s special people.” Holdcroft also notes that “Among
ancient nations, only Israel coupled with God'’s requirements.
Israel’s law was free from capricious human whim, for it was based upon God’s own person: I
am the Lord your God” (v2)

“Note that these commandments are the core of the covenant being made between God and the
people of Israel. They are "the words of the covenant” (Exodus 34:28) and are referred to as
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"the covenant” itself (Deuteronomy 4:13). When they are eventually written on tablets of stone,
they are placed in the ark (Deuteronomy 10:5), which is subsequently known as "the ark of the
covenant™ (Numbers 10:33; 14:44; Deuteronomy 10:8; 31:9, 25-26) " (jesuswalk.com)

Notes:

The Covenant

EXODUS 21-23:19 Further laws and stipulations

8. “These different regulations are as remarkable for their justice and prudence as for their
humanity. Their great tendency is to show the valuableness of human life, and the necessity of
having and good in every neighbourhood; and they possess that quality
which should be the object of all good and wholesome laws-the prevention of crimes.” (Adam
Clarke)

9. “Moses did not institute slavery in any shape; the laws concerning it were made
to repress it, to confine it within very narrow bounds, and ultimately to put an end to
it.” (Charles Spurgeon)

“The ideas of man-stealing and life-long servitude — the concepts many have of slavery — simply
do not apply to the practice of slavery in the Old Testament. Normally, slavery was: Chosen or
mutually arranged, of limited duration, and highly regulated”. (David
Guzik/enduringword.com)

10. He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death.

“However, if he did not lie in wait... if a man acts with premeditation”: God told the judges of
Israel to look for of premeditation and treachery. God did not place accidents, or
crimes of passion or neglect on the same plane as crimes of premeditation and treachery

11. “If a man steals an ox or a sheep”: The command against theft was already stated in the Ten
Commandments. There are more specific principles so they could apply
that principle in the daily life and administration of justice among the people of Israel.

“Slaughters or sells”: “There is a heavier fine for this, since such action presumably shows
deliberate intent to steal.” (Cole)
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12. “Do not take advantage of a widow or orphan. If you do and they cry out to me, I will
certainly hear their cry.” (vv 22,23) The widow and the orphan were the and most
members of society. They would be the first to suffer abuse and destruction

13. “You shall not spread a false report”(23:1): This command is connected with the next
because the circulation of a false report was and is a fundamental way to
with the wicked and follow a crowd to do evil.

EXODUS 23:20 God’s Angel to Prepare the Way

14. “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to
the place | have prepared. Pay attention to him and listen to what he says.” The Angel was not
one of God'’s creations but a manifestation of Christ. ““Neither Michael nor Gabriel
commanded this kind of obedience from Israel or presumed to sit in judgment over them. This is
the specific Angel of the LORD, Jesus appearing in the Old Testament, before His incarnation in
Bethlehem, who often speaks directly as the LORD.” (David Guzik/enduringword.com)

15. “Bring you to the place __ have prepared.” The same principle is true of our life with Jesus
today. Jesus goes before us to prepare a place for us in heaven. (John 14:2,3)

EXODUS 24:1-7 The Covenant Confirmed

There were four things required to confirm (make official) a covenant.

16. a) Must be written down. So, “Moses wrote down everything the LORD had said.” (v 4)
God’s word was important enough that it was not to be left up to human and
the creative nature of memory. It had to be written down.

17. b) Sacrifice “Who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the
LORD”: The covenant was only made in the context of sacrifice. Sacrifice admits our
and failing before God, and it addresses that need through the death of a

substitute.

18. ¢) God’s Word is heard and responded to. “He took the Book of the Covenant and read in
the hearing of the people.” (24:7) with God is based on His words and His
terms, not our own words and terms. (David Guzrik/enduringword.com)

19. d) Covenant was made with the application of blood. There was nothing magical about
blood, but because it represented the life of a being (For the life of the flesh is in the blood”
(Leviticus 17:11), Blood represents the outpouring of life, of

“Half of the blood being sprinkled on the ALTAR, and half of it sprinkled on the PEOPLE,
showed that both God and they were mutually bound by this covenant.” (Clarke)
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EXODUS 24:12-18 The Mountaintop Experience

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and I will give
you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which | have written, that you may teach
them.” So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain of God.
And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Indeed, Aaron and

Hur are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up into the
mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain. Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai,
and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of
the cloud. The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of the
mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and
went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.”

Notes:

+++
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EXODUS 19 -24

At Mount Sinai

EXODUS 19 Camp, Conditions, Covenant

1. Ittook Israel three months to get to the Desert of Sinai, there they camped at the foot of
Mount Sinai for over a year. They stayed there until Numbers 10. More than _57 chapters
of Scripture are devoted to the year they spent there.

2. “If the traditional site of Mount Sinai looks like anything, it looks like a huge pulpit —a
sudden, steep outcropping of mountain out in the wilderness. Here, God preached one of the
most dramatic sermons ever heard.” (David Guzik/enduringword.com)

3. Moses “went up to God”, (on Mount Sinai), there the Lord reminds him of all the help and
care He gave Israel in escaping slavery in Egypt.

4. God tells Moses “Now, if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations
you will be for me a treasured possession” (Psalm 135:4) (Deut. 14:2) and “you will be a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (1 Peter 2:9). “This is echoed in the New Testament and
became the basis of Martin Luther’s teaching of the priesthood of believers.” (jesuswalk.com)

5. And the LORD said to Moses, 'Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.
Have them wash their clothes and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will
come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. “God is pure, holy, full of glory. To
approach God, man must prepare himself.” (jesuswalk.com)

EXODUS 20 The Ten Commandments

6. The Ten Commandments are also known as “the decalogue” meaning “ten words”.

7. In his book, The Pentateuch, L. Thomas Holdcroft states that “This moral covenant between
God and Humans made the Israelites God’s special people.” Holdcroft also notes that “Among
ancient nations, only Israel coupled civil and moral law with God’s requirements. Israel’s law
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was free from capricious human whim, for it was based upon God’s own person: I am the Lord
your God” (v2)

“Note that these commandments are the core of the covenant being made between God and the
people of Israel. They are "the words of the covenant™ (Exodus 34:28) and are referred to as
"the covenant” itself (Deuteronomy 4:13). When they are eventually written on tablets of stone,
they are placed in the ark (Deuteronomy 10:5), which is subsequently known as "the ark of the
covenant™ (Numbers 10:33; 14:44; Deuteronomy 10:8; 31:9, 25-26) " (jesuswalk.com)

Notes:

The Covenant

EXODUS 21-23:19 Further laws and stipulations

8. “These different regulations are as remarkable for their justice and prudence as for their
humanity. Their great tendency is to show the valuableness of human life, and the necessity of
having peace and good understanding in every neighbourhood; and they possess that quality
which should be the object of all good and wholesome laws-the prevention of crimes.” (Adam
Clarke)

9. “Moses did not institute slavery in any shape; the laws concerning it were made on purpose to
repress it, to confine it within very narrow bounds, and ultimately to put an end to it.” (Charles
Spurgeon)

“The ideas of man-stealing and life-long servitude — the concepts many have of slavery — simply
do not apply to the practice of slavery in the Old Testament. Normally, slavery was: Chosen or
mutually arranged, of limited duration, and highly regulated”. (David
Guzik/enduringword.com)

10. He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death.

“However, if he did not lie in wait... if a man acts with premeditation”: God told the judges of
Israel to look for evidence of premeditation and treachery. God did not place accidents, or
crimes of passion or neglect on the same plane as crimes of premeditation and treachery

11. “If a man steals an ox or a sheep”: The command against theft was already stated in the Ten
Commandments. There are more specific principles given to judges so they could apply that
principle in the daily life and administration of justice among the people of Israel.
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“Slaughters or sells”: “There is a heavier fine for this, since such action presumably shows
deliberate intent to steal.” (Cole)

12. “Do not take advantage of a widow or orphan. If you do and they cry out to me, I will
certainly hear their cry.” (vv 22,23) The widow and the orphan were the weakest and most
vulnerable members of society. They would be the first to suffer abuse and destruction

13. “You shall not spread a false report”(23:1): This command is connected with the next
because the circulation of a false report was and is a fundamental way to put your hand with the
wicked and follow a crowd to do evil.

Notes:

EXODUS 23:20 God’s Angel to Prepare the Way

14. “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to
the place | have prepared. Pay attention to him and listen to what he says.” The Angel was not
one of God'’s creations but a divine manifestation of Christ. “Neither Michael nor Gabriel
commanded this kind of obedience from Israel or presumed to sit in judgment over them. This is
the specific Angel of the LORD, Jesus appearing in the Old Testament, before His incarnation in
Bethlehem, who often speaks directly as the LORD.” (David Guzik/enduringword.com)

15. “Bring you to the place | have prepared.” The same principle is true of our life with Jesus
today. Jesus goes before us to prepare a place for us in heaven. (John 14:2,3)

EXODUS 24:1-7 The Covenant Confirmed

There were four things required to confirm (make official) a covenant.

16. a) Must be written down. So, “Moses wrote down everything the LORD had said.” (v 4)
God’s word was important enough that it was not to be left up to human recollection and the
creative nature of memory. It had to be written down.

17. b) Sacrifice “Who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the
LORD”: The covenant was only made in the context of sacrifice. Sacrifice admits our own sin
and failing_before God, and it addresses that need through the death of a substitute.
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18. ¢) God’s Word is heard and responded to. “He took the Book of the Covenant and read in
the hearing of the people.” (24:7) “Our covenant with God is based on His words and His
terms, not our own words and terms. ” (David Guzrik/enduringword.com)

19. d) Covenant was made with the application of blood. There was nothing magical about
blood, but because it represented the life of a being (For the life of the flesh is in the blood”
(Leviticus 17:11), Blood represents the outpouring of life, of one life being given for another.

“Half of the blood being sprinkled on the ALTAR, and half of it sprinkled on the PEOPLE,
showed that both God and they were mutually bound by this covenant.” (Clarke)

Notes:

EXODUS 24:12-18 The Mountaintop Experience

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and | will give
you tablets of stone, and the law and commandments which | have written, that you may teach
them.” So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to the mountain of God.
And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Indeed, Aaron and

Hur are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up into the
mountain, and a cloud covered the mountain. Now the glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinali,
and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of
the cloud. The sight of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of the
mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and
went up into the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.”
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